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fact he disliked State intervention in industry. But he hoped to
induce and enable the labouring classes gradually to acquire
the ownership upon a co-operative basis of the factories in
which they worked. He proposed to secure his object through
the medium of the trade unions, and a national association of
all the trade unions was formed to take control of all industry.
It spread rapidly throughout the country and secured a large
membership, but broke down when the Government took action
against the members under the old law against conspiracy. The
scheme, however, had introduced the trade unions to socialist
ideas.

Robert Owen inspired the formation in 1832 of a kind of
co-operative society known as the National Equitable Labour
Exchange. Members sold the produce of their labour to the
society in return for tickets which stated the number of hours
of labour entailed in making the commodities. They were
entitled to purchase with the tickets goods representing an
equivalent number of hours of labour. The scheme was ruined
because all the articles of high value were drawn out of the
Exchange and only articles of low value left.

Consumers* co-operation

The Rochdale Pioneers Society, formed in 1844, was the
beginning of the consumers' co-operative movement. It was
not strictly in accordance with the ideas of Owen, for it placed
the means of production under the ownership of the consumers,
not of the labourers. Nevertheless, down to the present day
the members have been chiefly working-class people, and the
distinction between consumers' co-operation and workers' co-
operation is overlooked by most persons in the movement.
The co-operative societies have always been in close touch with
the trade unions, and together they have formed the backbone
of the English working-class movement.

English socialism had its origin in the events of the second
quarter of the nineteenth century, in the clash between the
trade unions and the law, in the fight for better conditions in
the factories against employers supported by laisser-faire doc-